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OFFICIAL MINUTES 
July 13, 2022 

 
 
ROLL CALL     

Present:  President J. Douglas Doerfler 
Councilmember Samantha Ferraro  
Councilmember Robert Norris 
Councilmember Mayra Zavala 

 
    Mayor Matthew W. Fetick 

Borough Manager, Kyle Coleman 
  

Absent:   Councilmember Kathleen Caccamo 
Councilmember Timothy Kerver 
Vice President Rosa Moore 

  
   

CALL TO ORDER 
 President Doerfler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and announced that Council held an 
Executive Session this evening at 6:30 p.m. regarding a legal matter. President Doerfler noted that public 
comment should be respectful and stay within three (3) minutes.  
 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 John Thomas, 406 S. Broad Street, commented that he is not satisfied with the answers given regarding why 
Mayor Fetick was able to sign for contracts or agreements for the purchase of 600 S. Broad Street. He questioned the 
insurance policy on the building and shared his opinion that it is a terrible contract. Mr. Thomas suggested that 
Councilmembers need to know what they are voting for and must read the contracts.  

 
Charla Watson, 523 Magnolia Street, commented that there is a lot of diversity in town including age ranges 

and there should be a place for everyone in the community. She noted that the fireworks noise on July 4th were very 
loud. In regard to car noise, she shared her opinion that \young men are interested in cars and while it may not be of 
interest to all people, it is of interest to the younger generations. Ms. Watson believes we can discuss the issues with 
these young people and come up with a place where they can congregate.  

 
 
ADOPTION of AGENDA 

It was moved by Councilmember Norris to approve the agenda; seconded by Councilmember Zavala  
 
 The motion to approve the agenda carried unanimously. 

 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 

President Doerfler explained that items moved to the Consent agenda at the Monday meeting will be 
voted on as a slate tonight. He asked for a motion to approve the Consent Items.  

 
Councilmember Norris explained he will abstain from the vote due to his position on the Board of 

Kennett Collaborative. President Doerfler commented that we still have a quorum to vote. 
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Councilmember Zavala motioned to approve the Consent Items; seconded by Councilmember 

Ferraro.     
 

The motion carried 3-0 with Councilmember Norris abstaining. 
 

 
NON-CONSENT ITEMS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION 
Historic Architecture Review Board (HARB) – Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) – 217-219 E. State Street, St.  
 President Doerfler explained that the HARB reviewed the application for new signage and 
recommended unanimously to authorize the COA. He noted this item was removed from the Consent agenda 
because the property is owned by Councilmember Norris, who will abstain from the vote. 

 
Councilmember Zavala motioned to approve the COA for 217-219 E. State Street; seconded by 

Councilmember Ferraro.     
 

The motion carried 3-0 with Councilmember Norris abstaining. 
 
  
Consider Approval of the Application for e-Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) for 
the Police Station Renovations at 600 Broad Street. 
 Borough Manager Coleman explained this is a grant application to the State for the renovation of 600 S. 
Broad Street to be partially used as the new headquarters of the accredited Kennett Square Police Department. The 
grant request will be for $2 million dollars ($2,000,000.00). He noted that we are currently taking offers to lease or 
purchase the new building. If we choose to sell, but maintain a lease, it was questioned whether that will that impact 
our ability to receive a State grant. He shared that our grant consultant suggested it is an issue of timing. If we receive 
the grant, do the project, get reimbursed and then sell the building, the State could have a case for reaping back some 
of the sale proceeds. Alternatively, Manager Coleman commented we are more likely to either lease out the building 
space or sell the building and lease it back before the construction is completed, and before we receive reimbursement. 
In this case, the only stipulation is that we have a long-term commitment to the space, such as a 30-year lease to 
firmly establish our presence at 600 S. Broad Street, which will be considered a substantial commitment. 
 

Councilmember Norris motioned to approve the e-RACP grant application for the Police Station 
renovations at 600 S. Broad Street; seconded by Councilmember Zavala.     

 
The motion carried unanimously 4-0. 

 
 Borough Manager Coleman shared that we had a presentation scheduled for tonight to update 
everyone on the major development projects in the Borough. Due to a scheduling conflict, he will send out an 
email with the update on the Berger apartments, the Library and Red Clay Manor. He noted that this update is 
setting up a bigger discussion of how Council would like to have input in the process. Manager Coleman noted 
that if any members of the public would like to see that update, he is happy to share it with them.  
 
 
COUNCIL, MANAGER and MAYOR COMMENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 Councilmember Norris commented, in response to Ms. Watson’s concerns, that there are certain areas 
where the Council has no rights in terms of deciding what can or cannot be built on a property; that is the 
responsibility of our Zoning Officer. He suggested that Councilmembers be copied on all Zoning Hearing Board 
(ZHB) notices so we are all more aware of the applications that come before the ZHB.  
 






